July 2024 In this edition: Volunteer news, New courses and our Summer
Exhibition

Well, it has been a LOT of hard work. But, we have finally gotten there! The first of our new
workshops and courses will be starting at the beginning of August, courtesy of our grants from The
National Lottery Community Fund and Northumberland County Council — Northumberland Inclusive
Economy Community Partnership. See details below.

Contact Wendy to book your place (or put your name on the waiting list if the first course is full). We
will be adding additional sessions subject to demand and tutor availability.

We are still on the lookout for more qualified tutors —in all art disciplines; so, if you know of anyone,
please ask them to get in touch with me on steve@newbigginartscentre.org

With the help of our volunteers, we will be distributing our new flyers, hoping that this will bring in
some new members and boost our numbers back up to fill the few dwindling classes/clubs. If you
know of somewhere where you can get a flyer displayed, please ask Wendy for as many as you need.

Steve
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You may think that we’ve been pretty quiet lately, but there’s a good reason for that! Over the past
weeks we have been busily working behind the scenes to make NAC an even better place for you.

We are really excited to let you know that we are in the process of contracting with a number of
tutors who will be running new classes and workshops. Over the coming days and weeks, keep an eye
out for invitations to sign up for classes/workshops such a photography, ceramics, sculpture,
woodworking, etc. If you are interested, make sure you act fast—we’re sure the spaces won’t be
empty for long!

Last month, we held a WHAT (volunteer team) social evening. It wasn’t all social though, we did do
some work! It was a great opportunity for the volunteers to learn from each other as well as for the
Trustees to get some valuable suggestions and ideas to help us move into our next phase.

We asked the group two key questions:

How can we increase/maintain numbers of people attending classes. What do we need to do more of,
less of?

How can we increase our visibility—market what we do (classes, exhibitions)?

As you can imagine, there was lots of lively discussion. There were many great suggestions around
the need to rethink how we run clubs and classes. For example, all felt that we could do more ‘one-
off” workshops and less of the 6-8 week classes (as interest tends to wane). The workshops could
focus on teaching some basic skills and then we would have more classes/clubs where people can
apply them—the important thing about this approach is that the classes/clubs would have a tutor
there (mainly Ted!) to provide the one-on-one guidance based on the individuals’ needs and that
these sessions need to be flexible.

The results of that evening has been valuable in helping us plan for the new classes and workshops
that you will soon see advertised. We hope that as a result, we will attract new members, provide you
with more choices, and provide even more opportunities for the community.



We'd love to hear from you too! If you have any ideas, suggestions, and thoughts around how we can
improve what and how we do it, we want to know. Please drop us an email
at: info@newbigginartscentre.org., or have a chat with one of our Trustees or committee members.

We are pleased to announce that our first new class is on photography.

It will be on Thursday evenings (7 — 9 pm) at Gibson Street and will be run by local (Amble)
photographer Ivor Rackham.

This course looks to cover a lot! Right from the basics—controlling the camera, to specialist
workshops where you will gain experience in such things as long exposure seascapes, portraiture, and
wildlife photography. Additional possibilities include using various types of software.

The approach will be flexible and depend on the needs and wishes of the participants. There is even
the opportunity of additional sessions away from Newbiggin and experiencing different times such as
early morning, evening and night for different lighting conditions.
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All this for a £6 donation per session !!

The first session is on Thursday 1st August and we plan on an 8 weeks course, with possible extension
if the participants would like to continue. If you are interested in a place on the course, please contact
Wendy on info@newbiggingartscentre.org 07766856365 or 01670 708269.

There is a possibility of other photography courses too. So, if you are interested n Photography, but
can’t make Thursday evenings, contact Wendy and let her know your preferences.

With all the new classes and workshops coming soon, this doesn’t mean that we are doing away with
the sessions we already run—Ted will still be our resident artist and continuing to help us learn and
develop through his various classes and clubs—after all, we couldn’t do without him!

We’ve experienced some changes in the classes and clubs that we are currently running. This is due
to fluctuating numbers in attendance, and as a result of the suggestions coming out of the WHAT
event.

It is really important to us that we provide as many opportunities for people to attend as we can, so
we are moving to a more flexible approach. For example, while we may be running a pastels class on
a Tuesday afternoon, if there are available spaces (which currently there are!) anyone who wants to
come along and do ‘their own thing’ in other media is welcome.

The second new tutorial is a ‘one-off’ Animation Workshop being run by Kate Simpson on Sunday (9-
1) 4th August. Based on the feedback from the first session, Kate plans to desigh an ongoing course to
address the aspects in which most people are interested.
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Next is the first ceramics course being run by Kirsty Adams, starting on 19th August. This is sure to be
well oversubscribed, so we will be trying to organise more sessions after the first course.

In the pipeline are courses on; woodwork, textiles, glasswork and various other art subjects.



For details of these two and all future classes, please see the specific Mailchimp posting,
or view our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/ArtsCentreNewbiggin/
or website https://newbigginartscentre.org/about-2/.

If you, or anyone you know, is interested in joining one (or more!) of our art clubs, please contact
Wendy at: info@newbiggingartscentre.org .

Once again we are asking for your help. While most of us are diligent in cleaning up after ourselves
when attending a class or club, unfortunately there are times when it hasn’t happened. Please
remember to wipe your table down and clean your materials and pallets when finished. Also, please
help us to keep the kitchen clean by wiping up any spills or splashes you might make. Thank you!

This is a final call for your submission to ‘Summer Dreams’. This is a great opportunity for you, as a
member of our classes and clubs, to display your artwork based on the theme of summer. This can be
something that has been produced in the past or could be something created in one of the classes or
clubs. It’s up to you!

If you are submitting your artwork, please make sure you deliver it to the Front St. studio by Tuesday,
9th July, ready for hanging. Please remember to provide your name, title of artwork, medium, and
price if you are selling, or NFS if you aren’t. Unfortunately, we cannot accept any submissions that
aren’t ready for hanging or don’t have the required information.

Please don't let this put you off if you are new to exhibiting your work. Gerry Cape has offered to
provide help and advice in getting your artwork ready in advance. He can be contacted through our
info@newbigginartscentre.orgemail.
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Generally, we accept three submissions per exhibition. However, depending on the number we
receive, we may only be able to exhibit one or two as we want to be able to give some display space
to everyone.

Please don’t be shy in submitting your artwork. This is a great opportunity for each of us to give
and/or receive recognition and inspiration from our peers. Furthermore, the comments we receive
from our visitors couldn’t be more positive and encouraging, with many saying how impressed they
were with the talent in our local community.

As for all our members’ exhibitions, we will be rewarding ‘the people’s choice’ artwork and Steve will
be awarding his chair’s choice prize too. So, there’s an incentive!

You can contact us by email at:

info@newbigginartscentre.org

Call us at:

01670 708269 or 07766 856365
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In this edition: Volunteer news, New courses and our Summer

July 2024 Exhibition

Well, it has been a LOT of hard work. But, we have finally gotten there! The first of our new
workshops and courses will be starting at the beginning of August, courtesy of our grants from
The National Lottery Community Fund and Northumberland County Council — Northumberland
Inclusive Economy Community Partnership. See details below.

Contact Wendy to book your place (or put your name on the waiting list if the first course is
full). We will be adding additional sessions subject to demand and tutor availability.

We are still on the lookout for more qualified tutors — in all art disciplines; so, if you know of
anyone, please ask them to get in touch with me on steve@newbigginartscentre.org

With the help of our volunteers, we will be distributing our new flyers, hoping that this will bring in
some new members and boost our numbers back up to fill the few dwindling classes/clubs. If you
know of somewhere where you can get a flyer displayed, please ask Wendy for as many as you
need.

Steve

You may think that we’ve been pretty quiet lately, but there’s a good reason for that! Over the
past weeks we have been busily working behind the scenes to make NAC an even better place
for you.

We are really excited to let you know that we are in the process of contracting with a number of
tutors who will be running new classes and workshops. Over the coming days and weeks, keep
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an eye out for invitations to sign up for classes/workshops such a photography, ceramics,
sculpture, woodworking, etc. If you are interested, make sure you act fast—we’re sure the spaces
won’t be empty for long!

Last month, we held a WHAT (volunteer team) social evening. It wasn'’t all social though, we did
do some work! It was a great opportunity for the volunteers to learn from each other as well as for
the Trustees to get some valuable suggestions and ideas to help us move into our next phase.

We asked the group two key questions:

How can we increase/maintain numbers of people attending classes. What do we need to do
more of, less of?

How can we increase our visibility—market what we do (classes, exhibitions)?

As you can imagine, there was lots of lively discussion. There were many great suggestions
around the need to rethink how we run clubs and classes. For example, all felt that we could do
more ‘one-off’ workshops and less of the 6-8 week classes (as interest tends to wane). The
workshops could focus on teaching some basic skills and then we would have more classes/clubs
where people can apply them—the important thing about this approach is that the classes/clubs
would have a tutor there (mainly Ted!) to provide the one-on-one guidance based on the
individuals’ needs and that these sessions need to be flexible.

The results of that evening has been valuable in helping us plan for the new classes and
workshops that you will soon see advertised. We hope that as a result, we will attract new
members, provide you with more choices, and provide even more opportunities for the
community.

We'd love to hear from you too! If you have any ideas, suggestions, and thoughts around how we
can improve what and how we do it, we want to know. Please drop us an email
at: info@newbigginartscentre.org., or have a chat with one of our Trustees or committee

members.

We are pleased to announce that our first new class is on photography.
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It will be on Thursday evenings (7 — 9 pm) at Gibson Street and will be run by local (Amble)
photographer Ivor Rackham.
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This course looks to cover a lot! Right from the basics—controlling the camera, to specialist
workshops where you will gain experience in such things as long exposure seascapes, portraiture,
and wildlife photography. Additional possibilities include using various types of software.

The approach will be flexible and depend on the needs and wishes of the participants. There is
even the opportunity of additional sessions away from Newbiggin and experiencing different times
such as early morning, evening and night for different lighting conditions.

All this for a £6 donation per session !!
The first session is on Thursday 1st August and we plan on an 8 weeks course, with possible

extension if the participants would like to continue. If you are interested in a place on the course,
please contact Wendy on info@newbiggingartscentre.org 07766856365 or 01670 708269.

There is a possibility of other photography courses too. So, if you are interested n Photography,
but can’t make Thursday evenings, contact Wendy and let her know your preferences.

With all the new classes and workshops coming soon, this doesn’t mean that we are doing away
with the sessions we already run—Ted will still be our resident artist and continuing to help us
learn and develop through his various classes and clubs—after all, we couldn’t do without him!

We’ve experienced some changes in the classes and clubs that we are currently running. This is
due to fluctuating numbers in attendance, and as a result of the suggestions coming out of the
WHAT event.
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It is really important to us that we provide as many opportunities for people to attend as we can,
so we are moving to a more flexible approach. For example, while we may be running a pastels
class on a Tuesday afternoon, if there are available spaces (which currently there are!) anyone
who wants to come along and do ‘their own thing’ in other media is welcome.

The second new tutorial is a ‘one-off’ Animation Workshop being run by Kate Simpson on Sunday
(9-1) 4th August. Based on the feedback from the first session, Kate plans to design an ongoing
course to address the aspects in which most people are interested.

Next is the first ceramics course being run by Kirsty Adams, starting on 19th August. This is sure
to be well oversubscribed, so we will be trying to organise more sessions after the first course.



In the pipeline are courses on; woodwork, textiles, glasswork and various other art subjects.

For details of these two and all future classes, please see the specific Mailchimp posting,
or view our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/ArtsCentreNewbiggin/
or website https://newbigginartscentre.org/about-2/.

If you, or anyone you know, is interested in joining one (or more!) of our art clubs, please contact
Wendy at: info@newbiggingartscentre.org .

Once again we are asking for your help. While most of us are diligent in cleaning up after
ourselves when attending a class or club, unfortunately there are times when it hasn’t

happened. Please remember to wipe your table down and clean your materials and pallets when
finished. Also, please help us to keep the kitchen clean by wiping up any spills or splashes you
might make. Thank you!
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This is a final call for your submission to ‘Summer Dreams’. This is a great opportunity for you, as
a member of our classes and clubs, to display your artwork based on the theme of summer. This
can be something that has been produced in the past or could be something created in one of the
classes or clubs. It's up to you!

If you are submitting your artwork, please make sure you deliver it to the Front St. studio by
Tuesday, 9th July, ready for hanging. Please remember to provide your name, title of artwork,
medium, and price if you are selling, or NFS if you aren’t. Unfortunately, we cannot accept any
submissions that aren’t ready for hanging or don’t have the required information.

Please don't let this put you off if you are new to exhibiting your work. Gerry Cape has offered to
provide help and advice in getting your artwork ready in advance. He can be contacted through
our info@newbigginartscentre.orgemail.

Generally, we accept three submissions per exhibition. However, depending on the number we
receive, we may only be able to exhibit one or two as we want to be able to give some display
space to everyone.

Please don’t be shy in submitting your artwork. This is a great opportunity for each of us to give
and/or receive recognition and inspiration from our peers. Furthermore, the comments we receive
from our visitors couldn’t be more positive and encouraging, with many saying how impressed
they were with the talent in our local community.

As for all our members’ exhibitions, we will be rewarding ‘the people’s choice’ artwork and Steve
will be awarding his chair's choice prize too. So, there’s an incentive!

You can contact us by email at:
info@newbigginartscentre.org

Call us at:

01670 708269 or 07766 856365
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