
 

 
 
 
A Message from your Chair 
 
I’m so looking forward to getting back to Newbiggin to see, first hand, the great work 
which Leon and his team have done to the frontage of our Front Street studios.  
Thanks to all concerned! 
 
And, as it is the festive season, I am also looking forward to our Christmas meal at Il 
Girisole on 16th.  There are a few places left so if any members (or Tutors) haven’t 
yet booked a place, please get in touch with Wendy as soon as possible. 
 
Talking of Wendy; she has just completed her 6-month probationary period and I am 
delighted to say that she will be staying with us (as if there was ever any doubt!).  
We are all so happy that she is prepared to put up with all the Trustees continuing to 
load her with more and more work.  Personally, I don’t know how she manages it all 
– and with an ever-lasting smile too!!  Thanks Wendy! 
 
You may have noticed that we have just bought 12 sets of 11 watercolours brushes.  
Please take care of these.  And, if you want to buy any of the old brushes at a 
ridiculously low price, I think there are a few left.  So, please see Wendy if you are 
interested. 
 
Finally, as we approach the end of the year, we will be seeing the last of the new 
courses financed by the grant from Northumberland Inclusive Economy Community 
Partnership.  But, don’t worry, we will be launching a new series of courses, 
workshops and other activities in the New Year, financed by the Community Fund 
grant from the National Lottery.  Whilst we will look forward to the return of Kirsty, 
Christine, Ivor, Denise and Gary, we are always on the lookout for other qualified 
tutors in the full range of art activities.  So, if you are interested in a particular 
subject, or know of a good tutor somewhere, please get in touch with Wendy and we 
will see if we can pull something together in 2025. 
 
Steve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
As you may have noticed, our Front St. studio has been 
in need of repair.  Well, thanks to the leadership of Leon 
Garshong, repairs will be carried out as a Woodworking 
Workshop with participants benefitting from learning 
some new skills, and NAC benefitting from the results!   
 
We’d also like to extend an apology to all the class/club 
participants who persevered through the noise and 
disruption of the work.  It was wonderful to see that in 
spite of the chaos, everyone managed to ‘carry on and 
keep calm’.   
 
 

 
  

Would you like to help spread the word about our wonderful facility?  As so 
many visitors have told us, we offer a unique and very special place where people of 
all walks of life can come and learn, socialise, and enjoy the arts.  While we are 
working to advertise our classes, workshops and exhibitions more widely, we can 
always use more help to reach as many people as possible.  This is where you can 
help. 
 
How?  By taking posters to anywhere where you work, shop, or visit that would be 
happy to display them.  We have lots of A4 and A5 posters and flyers to distribute, 
so please drop by and collect them from the Front St. office.  The more people who 
know about us, the more we can benefit the community! 
 
We are very proud of the top quality and variety of the art materials we use and 
provide for our classes and workshops.  To ensure that they are kept in top 
condition, we ask that everyone who uses them remember to clean them properly 
(especially brushes) and replace them so they are ready for the next person. 
 
Do you have any friends or relatives that are interested in drawing or painting?  
If so, why not pop by our Front St. studio and have a browse around our shop.  We 
have a variety of art materials (and vouchers) that would make an excellent 
Christmas gift for that special someone. 



 
 

 
 
 
You’ve asked for it, we’ve responded! 
 
Drawing!  Many of our class members have told us they find drawing their biggest 
challenge in creating their paintings.  So, we are very pleased to let you know that 
our tutor, Gary Simpson, will be running drawing sessions that will appeal to all, both 
beginners and the more experienced. 
 
Rather than providing a structured, ‘one size fits all’ approach to learning, 
Gary will work with individuals on a one-on-one basis.  For example, if you are a 
beginner, he can help you learn the basics.  If you are more experienced, but are 
having a problem with something in particular (dare we use the word ‘perspective’ as 
an example?), he will help you with that. 
 
Gary’s aim is to provide a sociable and relaxed environment for people to learn 
and practice their art, so even if drawing is not your focus, you are invited to come 
along and paint—he can help you with that as well! 
 
So, why not drop by.  His sessions run at Front St., every Wednesday, from 1-3.  A 
donation of £6 per session is requested.  
 
If you are interested, please contact Wendy at:  info@newbigginartscentre.org  or 
07766 856365 or 01670 708269 
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We have a great opportunity for you! 
 
NAC is currently displaying artwork from some of our members in the windows at 
Northumberland Community and Voluntary Action (NCVA) on Station Road, 
Ashington. 
  
As the display needs to be changed in December, this is a great opportunity 
for you to showcase (and sell!) your work slightly further afield. 
 
If this interests you, please let us know.  Unfortunately, NCVA’s site is not suitable 
for watercolour, but all other media is welcomed. 
 
Works should be labelled with your details and can be brought to the Front Street 
studio by Thursday 12th December. 
 
As our ‘Celebrating Newbiggin’ exhibition is coming to a close, if you haven’t 
already, do pop by and have a look.   
 
Our ‘Celebrating Winter’ exhibition will be starting soon, so if you have a 
submission, don’t forget to bring it to Front St by Tuesday, 3rd of December. 



 
 
 

 
 
 
If you want to sign up for a course, provide 
us feedback, or send us your ideas on 
what we can do better, we always 
appreciate hearing from you.   
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